First National Bank of Barton
AL-V1-C-193

Railroad Street, Barton

1901

The First National Bank of Barton was built in 1901 but
did not open for business until November of 1902. Patrick
A. Laughlin was an employee of the bank who began his career
in this building as cashier, eventually he became president
of the institution. In 1969 the bank merged with two other
banks and this building became the Barton Post Office.

The small building was designed with Romanesque Revival
elements popular during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. These include the semicircular arched entrance,
the steeply sloped hipped roof and the hipped dormer. An
interesting feature of this building is an original burglar
alarm prominently displayed on the main facade.
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The First National Bank of Barton is located on the southeastern
side of Railroad Street in Barton.

The building consists of a small one and one-half story, three
bays wide rectangular brick structure constructed in stretcher bond.
It rests on a low foundation of coursed rock-faced ashlar stone with
a beveled brick water table. The high hipped roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, bed-
mould, and frieze. A hip roofed dormer on the northwest has two
windows with a mullion and the same eaves as above. Wall features
include an original burglar alarm.

The main entrance, in the center of the northwestern facade, is
recessed in a simicicicular arched bay with labled wooden moulding.
The entrance includes a semicircular transom, narrow one light side-
lights with two recessed panels under each, and a two panel, one light
door with original hardware separated from the transom by a pediment
decorated with dentils. Windows are pegged, one over one lights with
flat brick arches. Windows of the northwestern facade are wide with
rock-faced stone lintels and lugsills. An original corbeled brick
chimney with a relatively tall stack is located inside end. A hip
roofed addition is on the southeast.
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The First National Bank of Barton was built in 1901 and opened
for business in November of 1902. (1) Patrick A. Laughlin who began
his career as cashier of the bank eventually became president of the
institution. (2) 1In 1969 the bank merged with the Citizens' National
Bank of Westernport and the First National Bank of Qakland under the
latters' name. (3)

The small building was designed with some Romanesque Revival

elements popular during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

These include the simicircular arched entrance, the steeply sloped hip
roof, and the hipped dormer. Although small in size the building has

a solid appearance desirable for a bank building. An interesting
feature of this building is an original burglar alarm prominently
displayed en the main facade. Now used as a post office the building
stands as a reminder of the cultural sensitivity employed in the design
of buildings in the past.

(1) Interview with Mr. Jospeh Howell, First National Bank of Oakland,
Barton, Md. July 11, 1979

(2) James W. Thomas and T.J.cC. Williams, History of Allegany County
(Phi1ade1phia: L.R. Titsworth and Co. ) p. 935 and interview,
Mr. Joseph Howell

(3) Allegany County Land Reocrds. Liber 436, Folio565
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